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THE HISTORY OF HAYFIELD AND MELLOR WATER SUPPLY  
Compiled by John Simpson Nov 2022 rev.3 12-01-2023 

Where known, details are in Chronological Order; otherwise they are listed in date of article order.  

Nominal 
DATE 

SUPPLY DETAILS –  (as quoted in publication) COMMENTS -By 
John Simpson 

PUBLICATION 
and Date 

24 Jun 
1891 

Serious Scarcity of Water at Hayfield: Owing to the disappearance of 
a stream which formerly supplied Little Hayfield with water, the 
inhabitants, to the number of about 300, are completely without 
water unless carried it is carried from a stream a mile distant. 

Presume local 
Wells dried up in 
drought. 

Sheffield 
Independent 
24 June 1891 

16 Aug 
1895 

The Hayfield Water Scheme:  There were about 250 houses already 
supplied with water, who perhaps only paid 1d. 

It implies there 
was some piped 
or culverted 
water to 
properties 

The Chronicle 
16 August 
1895 

14 Feb 
1896 

Hayfield Water ... their present water supply is not satisfactory, 
being liable to pollution, and in the majority of cases inconvenient, 
owing to distance, to obtain. 

Wells maybe 
with communal 
hand pumps. 

The Chronicle 
14 February 
1896 

1898? 
 

1. But Mr Cooper's knowledge on Harrymoor goes back much further 
than this — to 1898 when the first piped supply was taken down to 
the village. Jonathon Marshall, a local engineer, played a prominent 
part in the scheme. 
2. When introduced, the supply fed the lower parts of Hayfield but 
there was not enough boost to sent it all round the village. 
For boost it means pressure. 

This date is 
wrong and 
should be 1903. 
The  Harrymoor 
Scheme  to 
supply  Hayfield 
started in 1903. 

High Peak 
Reporter 
17 Aug 1984 

12 Jul 
1901 

Little Hayfield Water Supply: A week’s work by four men has resulted 
in a permanent supply of water for Little Hayfield, for which people 
have been agitating for many years. Pipes have been laid from Park 
Hall Moor to the village. 

Did Mr Sumner 
build a small 
dam on the 
stream? 

The Chronicle 
12 July 1901 

24 Feb 
1902  

Little Hayfield: I understand the temporary arrangement made some 
time ago with Mr Sumner for supply from his Park Hall Reservoir is 
being made permanent, and that you hope at an early date is to lay 
distributory mains throughout the Little Hayfield District. 

Little Hayfield 
supplied from 
Park Hall Open 
Resr. 

The Chronicle 
28 February 
1902 

27 Jun 
1902 

The Water Scheme..  and there would be the tank about 10 yards 
square, 10 feet deep and a concrete cover. 

If constructed as 
proposed this 
gives a capacity 
of about 55,000 
gals. 

27 June 1902 
The Chronicle 

19 Nov 
1902 

The Local Government Board, after an inquiry held by one of their 
inspectors, have sanctioned the Hayfield and Mellor Rural District 
Councils application to borrow £6492 [which includes £1492 for 
opposing the Stockport Corporation Water Bill.] for a scheme to 
supply Hayfield with water. 

The scheme to 
supply 
Harrymoor 
water to 
Hayfield is 
approved 

Nott’m 
Evening Post  
19 November 
1902 

20 Dec 
1902 

It was ordered that an agreement be prepared with Messrs. Hodgson, 
Engineers for the Harrymoor water scheme. 

Engineer for the 
Harrymoor 
scheme 
appointed 

Sheffield 
Daily 
Telegraph 20 
Dec 1902 

10 Apr 
1903 

The Rural District Council of Hayfield are about to construct 
waterworks, and have accepted a tender for conveying the water 
from the well known Coldwell Springs to the village 

Coldwell Spring 
aka Harrymoor 
tender is 
accepted 

Sheffield 
Daily 
Telegraph 10 
April 1903 

28 Aug 
1903 

 In connection with the Hayfield Water Scheme, some miles of pipes 
have been laid from Harry Moor to the village. Some sectional pipes 
(small pipes to the Houses from the main) have also been laid. 

Pipe laid from 
Harrymoor to 
Hayfield. 

The Chronicle 
28 August 
1903 
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1904 Old ledger dated 1904, showing when water was first piped through 
to Birch Vale via New Mills Road from Station Road, Hayfield. 

 High Peak 
Reporter 
17 Aug 1984 

22 Jun 
1906 

The Little Hayfield Water Supply: ... to bear a portion of the cost of a 
filter at Little Hayfield for the water supply ...  Mr F. J. Sumner, who 
replied that he was not prepared to pay one third of the cost of the 
filter, .... 

The Park Hall 
supply to Little 
hayfield requires 
a filter. 

The Chronicle 
22 June 1906 

9 Nov 
1906 

The Little Hayfield Water Supply. 
Messrs. Hodson, engineers to the Council, wrote stating that they had 
inquired into the proposal of Council to take Harrymoor water to Little 
Hayfield, and they were of opinion that if this were done it would not 
be effective.  
Mr Turner said that if they could not have Harrymoor at Little 
Hayfield, the Park Hall water would have to be filtered. 

Park Hall water 
supply at Little 
Hayfield 
requires filtering 

The Chronicle 
9 November 
1906 

26 Apr 
1907 

The Little Hayfield Water Supply 
Very strong complaints have been made at Little Hayfield as to the 
unsatisfactory water supply. The matter was mentioned at the District 
Council meeting on Monday, when Mr Turner said that the water did 
not come from Harrymoor, which supplied the other portion of the 
village, but from a Spring on the moors, and it ran through an open 
channel for about 1500 yards. 

Park Hall Supply 
is not fully 
piped. 

The Chronicle  
26 April 1907 

14 Aug 
1908 

The Water Act: As soon as the Corporation have constructed the 
Kinder Water Works the Council can, if they choose, purchase water 
up to 100,000 gallons per day at a price not exceeding 4 1/2 d per 
100,000 gallons. The corporation shall, if the council require them to 
do so, take over the works of the Council from the Coldwell Springs, to 
the Balancing Tank at Kinder Bank 

 Kinder Resr was 
built by 
Stockport 
Corporation. 
Harrymoor 
supply to the 
Balance Tank.  

The Chronicle 
14 August 
1908 

Engineers Statement.  Little Hayfield took its water from works which 
were made by Mr Sumner at Park Hall. The Council made 
arrangements with Mr Sumner for a connection to the existing main, 
and out of revenue laid a two inch main from Mr Sumner’s main to a 
tank.  At a later period a loan was obtained, and a small sand filter, 
with a surface tank adjacent to it were put down, and three inch 
mains were laid to supply the water to the inhabitants of Little 
Hayfield. It was at the time felt there would be no possibility of 
pollution of the water, but it had been found that in stormy weather 
the water became very much discoloured, largely by dissolved peat.  
As an ample supply of water was obtainable from the other scheme at 
Harrymoor, the council had decided to supply Harrymoor water to 
Little Hayfield. To give a good supply to Little Hayfield, it was now 
proposed to put down a small break-pressure tank above the Hayfield 
Balancing Tank, which would carry forward an ample supply of water 
from the Harry Moor Main to Little Hayfield. A four inch main would 
be added from Harrymoor to the new tank. 
The Inspector: The old mains will supply the low level district as at 
present. 
The Engineer: Yes. Continuing, Mr Hodgson said that there was a new 
service main to supply houses within the district which hitherto have 
not been able to obtain water either from the Harrymoor or Park Hall 
schemes. 

Describes the 
situation of the 
Park Hall water 
supply. Even 
though a 
settling tank 
and sand filter 
had been 
installed the 
water was still 
peat stained. 
The proposal to 
supply Little 
Hayfield 
involves a small 
Break Pressure 
above the 
balance tank 
and new mains 
to supply higher 
parts of the 
district. 

6 Nov 
1908 

Little Hayfield Water Supply 
The Public Works Loan Commissioners informed the Council they 
would lend them £850 for the purpose of taking Harry Moor water to 
Little Hayfield 

Harrymoor to 
Little Hayfield 
Scheme 
Approved 

The Chronicle 
6th 
November 
1908 
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4 Dec 
1908 

The Water Extensions: A meeting of the Rural District Council on 
Monday, the seal was affixed to the contracts of Mr Herbert Ashley, 
for the Little Hayfield water extensions, the amount being £695 15s 
6d. 

Contracts 
accepted for 
Little Hayfield 
water scheme  

The Chronicle 
4th December 
1908 

26 Feb 
1909 

Little Hayfield Water Supply: Messrs. G and F W Hodson, Engineers to 
the council, reported, on  February 20th, that Mr Ashley, the 
contractor, completed the laying of the 750 yards of 3in. main 
comprised in the first part of the contract during the past week, in a 
satisfactory manner. 
The proposals in the second portion of the contract provided for 
increasing the pressure at all these points by 57 feet more than it was 
at present, and also for considerably limiting the draft in the lower 
parts of Hayfield. On this main, this would give an adequate pressure 
in Little Hayfield, ... 

First part of 
contract 
completed. The 
second part 
talks about 
raising pressure 
by 57 ft.  

The Chronicle 
26 February 
1909 

26 Mar 
1909 

Little Hayfield Water Supply:  .. the second section of the scheme for 
supplying Little Hayfield with water from Harry Moor had been 
completed. 

Assume Break 
Pressure Tank is 
completed 

The Chronicle 
26th March 
1909 

21 May 
1909 

Nearly Complete: The Clerk read a letter from Mr Hodgson, Engineer, 
on the Little Hayfield water supply. The new break pressure tank had 
been completed, and the four inch main laid. The whole of the works 
was practically complete, and was now being put under test. 

Little Hayfield 
now supplied 
with Harrymoor 
Water 

The Chronicle 
21st May 
1909 

21 Feb 
2013 

Friday last there was shortage of water for a little time in the village 
owing to the bottom balancing tank being nearly empty. After 
examination it was found that the ball tap in the top tank was not in 
order, and not allowing the full flow into the tank, consequently there 
was no supply for the bottom one. 

Break Pressure 
Tank Ball Valve 
sticking so not 
overflowing and 
filling the 
Balance tank 

The Chronicle 
21st February 
1913 

21 Mar 
2013 

On uncovering the overflow from the balancing tank it was discovered 
that the joints were leaking badly. The covering of stones would have 
to be taken off and cemented afresh, 

Overflow to 
stream appears 
to be a closed 
stone culvert. 

The Chronicle 
21st March 
2013 

1914 Mellor supply is insufficient. Mellor is on 
wells and local 
springs? 

Hayfield RDC 
PHR 1914 

26 April 
1924 

The Hayfield and Mellor District Council have purchased the 
waterworks of Mellor and a house and garden from Captain Arkwright 
of Willersley Castle for £1200.  
The council have also a scheme to bring water from Harry Moor, near 
Kinder Scout, to Mellor at an estimated cost of £14,300 and are now 
awaiting the sanction of the minister of health. 

Harrymoor to 
supply Mellor. 
Land purchased 
maybe for a 
Service Resr. 
Waterworks 
Purchased -?? 

Derby Daily 
Telegraph 
26 April 1924 

1925 
 

Hayfield - supply is constant, sufficient quantity and excellent quality. 
It is derived from a spring on 105 acres of land at an altitude of over 
1,300 ft.  

This will be 
Harrymoor 
spring. 

Hayfield RDC 
PHR 1925 

Mellor - Supply purchased at Tarden, Mellor.  The quantity being 
insufficient, a 5 inch main has been laid from the supply at Hayfield, 
with a service reservoir constructed to hold 65,000 gallons of water. 

1. Small spring 
at Tarden Farm? 
2. This is  Resr. 
at Mellor? 

Hayfield RDC 
PHR 1925 

12 April 
1926 

A water scheme for the supply of Mellor from a spring at Harrymoor, 
on the slope of Kinderscout, was opened on Saturday. The scheme 
which has cost £17,750 

KB3 The Division 
Tank completed 
and mains laid 
to Mellor 
Service Resr. 

Sheffield 
Daily 
Telegraph  
12 April 1926  

1926 
 

Members of Hayfield Council are pictured here in April 1926 gathered 
for the grand "switching-on" ceremony of water at Kinder Bank. 

KB3 
Caption to 

High Peak 
Reporter 
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Water is delivered from Harrymoor in to the chamber on the right, 
while on the left the supply is divided between the village and Mellor. 

photo. 17 Aug 1984 

c.1926 Later, when more people clamoured for tap water, they introduced a 
tank higher up and extended the pipe around 1926 to the existing 
tank to create higher pressure. 

KB3 –The 
Division Tank 

High Peak 
Reporter 
17 Aug 1984 

1934 or 
before 

Inquiry - proposed 4th reservoir at Kinder Bank  
A brief undated History - Features of the existing supply: 

 Newspaper 
 30 June 1934 
 
 
 

1. A tank was made on Kinder Bank, so that Hayfield could draw 
water from Stockport reservoir in case of drought 

KB1 Balance 
Tank c.1903 

2. The tank already in existence did not yield a pressure sufficient to 
reach the higher levels, and there was a constant deficiency both 
there and at Little Hayfield, which came on later. 

KB1 Balance 
Tank c.1903 

3. Another tank was built at a higher altitude to supply the higher 
parts, and that required a high and low pressure system. The systems 
were connected by valves to be used in case of fire or other 
emergency. 

KB2 The Break 
Pressure Tank 
(built 1909) to 
supply Little 
Hayfield 

4. He (Mr Swift) said that the higher and lower level mains could be 
connected by valves in case of fire, ... 

 

5. Next came the taking of Harrymoor water to Mellor. The existing 
tank (H2) was not high enough for that, and so another tank was 
placed on Kinder Bank. All the water from Harrymoor is delivered 
there, and then divided between Hayfield and Mellor. Recently 
Harrymoor Water has been going still further and helping to relieve 
the trouble at Ludworth. 
 

KB3 
The Division 
Tank built in 
1926 to supply 
Mellor 

Proposal in 1934s:  

a. On hearing that a fourth tank is to be placed on Kinder Bank, the 
inspector might well say that the scheme is complicated. The tank is 
needed for storage. At present Hayfield has only a storage capacity of 
27,400 gallons, not a day's supply, and not sufficient to fight a serious 
fire. 

The stated 
capacity of the 
existing Resrs. 
seems too low! 

b. Mr. Stokes gave the technical evidence regarding the reservoir, and 
stated that whole of the foundations would be upon rock and 
stepped, because of the steepness of the ground. 

KB4 

c. The new tank or covered reservoir will hold 180,000 gallons. That 
will give about three days’ supply. It is proposed to distribute all 
Hayfield's water from the new tank, which will give a better pressure 
everywhere. 

KB4 

d. But the new tank and the new mains, far from complicating the 
scheme, will simplify it considerably by giving better pressure and 
doing away with the high and low pressure systems. 

KB4 

Additional springs have been added to it on Kinder Scout, but the 
principal source is Harrymoor. 

Harrymoor 
Spring (s) 

1934 Mr George Cooper recounted that ... in 1934 a Chlorinating house was 
built by Wades of Whaley Bridge to add lime to the water.  But after 
construction, the Water *Authority discovered that the supply was 
too high up to inject the lime and the operation was never used. 
 
* Probably referring to the Water Authority in 1984 – a long time after 
construction of the Treatment House. 

Badly worded 
but I think Mr C 
says that the 
Chlorination Ho 
built at Kinder 
Bank does not 
treat spring 
water to 
properties 
directly off the 

High Peak 
Reporter 
17 Aug 1984 
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Spring main. 

1937 The 150,000 gallons covered reservoir was completed during the 
year. 

KB4 Chapel RDC 
PHR 

27 Jan 
1939 

Rural Council’s Schemes for Hope Valley:  
1941–43: Hartington Upper Quarter water, £10,000; Hayfield Water 
(Harrymoor main), £15,000. 

Proposed but 
probably 
delayed because 
of the war.  New 
main from the 
Spring & Tanks? 

The 
Derbyshire 
Times 
7th January 
1939 

1939 6 inch main from Kinder Bank Supply Tank to Jumble  
  
Balance Tank built at Morland Road with 3 inch main to existing 
supply.  
Ordnance Survey c.1936 says Resr at Moorland Rd is New Mill s UDC                               

This is a list and 
not one 
sentence. 

Chapel RDC 
PHR 1939 

1940 HAYFIELD:  Sanction was given by the Ministry of Health for a loan of 
£3000 for the purpose of constructing a storage reservoir of 20,000 
gallons. The work was completed during the year. 

Where is this? 
Could it be at 
Harrymoor? 

Chapel RDC 
PHR 1940 

c.1947 ... after the war when they built the house  down in Kinder Bank after 
putting new tanks in near the spring. 
.. Mr Cooper, who was then in the building industry, installed tanks at 
Harrymoor and on Kinder Bank. 

Shepherds Hey? 
New tanks at 
Harrymoor? 

High Peak 
Reporter 
17 Aug 1984 

1963 During the year the North Derbyshire Water Board took over the main 
supply for the area. 

 Chapel RDC 
PHR 1963 

1984 1. Harrymoor, which serves all the Village is fed through Pipes and a 
Chlorine drip and maintained by Severn Trent. 

 Newspaper 
3 Aug 1984 

2. Mr Porter told councillors that the Authority had installed new 
pumps at the bottom of the Shepherds Hey tank recently in an 
attempt to improve the supply 

Kinder Bank 
Booster Station 

1984 History - Undated Comments  High Peak 
Reporter 
17 Aug 1984 

1. Concessionary water is a luxury that a handful of householders on 
Kinder have enjoyed since the Harrymoor spring was handed over to 
the Old Hayfield Water Authority many years ago. 

Free water to 
landowners on 
Harrymoor 
route to KB 

2. Councillor Robin Capstick says that some people believe there are 
seven springs while others claim there are five. However, the council 
do know that one; spring comes from Oaken Clough. 

Harrymoor 
Spring. Oaken 
Clough may be 
incorrect? 

3. But before the top tank was introduced, an argument was sparked. 
Jonathon Marshall claimed Harrymoor was then capable of supplying 
Mellor 

Referring to KB3 
– The Division 
Tank 

4. "A third tank of about 500,000 gallons was put in at the top of 
Kinder Bank and the pipe was again extended said Mr Cooper, who 
gleaned much of his information from Ted Beever, Hayfield's 
waterman ... 
... "The overflows from each tank ran down and down and so on into 
the river 

KB3 Capacity 
stated is too 
high! Possibly it 
should be 
150,000 gals 

5. "Marshall's mathematics were proved right. Harrymoor supplied 
Mellor with water and they still do today! 

After building 
KB3 The Division 
Tank 

 


